Prevalence of Toxoplasma gondii infection in cats in Georgia using enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays for IgM, IgG, and antigens.
Serologic prevalence of Toxoplasma gondii infection was determined using enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays detecting immunoglobulin M (IgM), immunoglobulin G (IgG), and circulating T. gondii antigens (Ag) in 81 healthy cats and 107 cats with clinical signs referable to toxoplasmosis. A higher prevalence of infection was detected using the three assays together in healthy cats, clinically ill cats, and combined healthy and clinically ill cats than when IgG class antibody detection alone was used. IgM titers greater than or equal to 1:256 and IgG titers greater than or equal to 1:512 were present more frequently in cats with clinical signs of disease. Prevalence of present or prior infection as defined by these three assays combined increased with advancing age in both groups of cats.